NOHVCC – Private Lands Committee - Connecticut


Action Items/Timeline
May 1, 2008 – ALL team members submit written report on successes and/or       challenges in their state, we want details.  This information will form the basis for a partner wide survey of private land issues


Primary goal – develop comprehensive list of successes, resources, challenges, contacts in preparation for 2009 conference discussion

The reason for joining this group is because Connecticut does not have any public OHV trails.

Vehicles registered and legal for highway use are allowed to drive on state forest roads. In many cases these roads are not suitable for recreational purposes as they offer no challenge to the OHV enthusiast. However, some of these roads have not been maintained in years and do offer some challenge and fun. Clubs use these as “stock” runs for those just getting into the sport or for those driving showroom stock 4x4 vehicles.

Several organizations (ie EC4WDA and NE4WDC) do have permission to hold club events on private land. Again there are no legal places for the general public to wheel.

Several local 4x4 clubs got together and formed the Connecticut Open Access Land Trust (COALT) for the express purpose of obtaining land for OHV recreations. COALT is currently waiting for the IRS to review it’s 501(c)(3) application. Once the application is approved (positive thinking), we will be able to apply for grants to purchase land and/or conservation easements.
We do have a landowner liability law:

Sec. 52-557f. Landowner liability for recreational use of land. Definitions. As used in sections 52-557f to 52-557i, inclusive:

      (1) "Charge" means the admission price or fee asked in return for invitation or permission to enter or go upon the land;

      (2) "Land" means land, roads, water, watercourses, private ways and buildings, structures, and machinery or equipment when attached to the realty;

      (3) "Owner" means the possessor of a fee interest, a tenant, lessee, occupant or person in control of the premises;

      (4) "Recreational purpose" includes, but is not limited to, any of the following, or any combination thereof: Hunting, fishing, swimming, boating, camping, picnicking, hiking, pleasure driving, nature study, water skiing, snow skiing, ice skating, sledding, hang gliding, sport parachuting, hot air ballooning and viewing or enjoying historical, archaeological, scenic or scientific sites.

In addition to COALT, Connecticut Trail Users (CTU) was formed for the express purpose of forwarding legislation. Last year our bill did not get out of committee.

We have been able to get a bill introduced for ATV trails. It will be voted on this legislative session. Using both lobbyist and volunteers to work with sympathetic legislators, we were able to get a bill written. 
Goals:

Obtain 501(c)(3) for COALT

Pursue OHV Park on Waterbury Brownfields

Get ATV legislation passed.
Joseph A Mylie
Page 1
12/17/2008

